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king5 begging for leave to see the city in its usual
state. " I ought to know my people and their
simple ordinary ways and learn the nature of the
lives of those who are neither kings nor princes/'
The king wisely gave his consent, but consoled him-
self with the thought that familiarity with scenes of
unhappiness and misery would perhaps prevent the
prince from thinking too deeply upon them. So on
the next day the prince, disguised as a merchant,
went out with a companion named Channa who
was dressed as a clerk, and the two took their way
on foot into the town, where they mingled with the
crowds in the busy streets.

They saw the traders sitting cross-legged among
their wares, and the buyers driving their hard
bargains. They heard the hoarse shouts to clear
the road when some lordly person was driven by
on an elephant, or a closed litter was borne quickly
past to the tune of the bearers' song. Here was a
housewife bearing water from the well with her black-
eyed children balanced on her hips. There was a
weaver busy at his loom, there a woman grinding
corn between the millstones, and in a quiet side-street
a barber attending to the toilet of a customer. They
peeped into a school and saw the children seated in
a half-moon round their teacher while they chanted
their verses in a childish sing-song.

These and many other sights of daily life they
saw, and they noted all with the keen interest of
travellers from a far-off land. Now as they passed
along they heard a mournful voice which cried,